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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

On December the 24th, you may be longing to be up north - but three years ago at this time, several disenfranchised computer enthusiasts were longing to be uplinked.

The current incarnation of Syndicomm began as a single community, launched in December of 2000.  A2Central.com, a web site founded that summer, gained telnet access by which Apple II users, who had moved from CompuServe to GEnie to Delphi, could congregate in message boards and chat rooms.  There were no other forums on this A2Central.com service, nor even the navigational capacity for other such places; it was an Apple II-only service.

The official launch came a short time later, as did the renaming to Syndicomm Online and the expansion into a full-fledged service, modeled after the designs of the old GEnie service.  Syndicomm Online hasn't stopped growing since the day it was born.

And so I pen the final issue of the second volume of Syndicommotion with these wishes: Happy third birthday to my favorite online service!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

New Pricing Plan
----------------
Effective January 1st, 2004, the monthly and quarterly subscription plans will be eliminated.  The only remaining plan will be an annual membership, for a newly reduced price of $35 for all the same features and services available today.  That's a savings of more than 50%!

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Macintosh computers often have a longer life cycle than other computer platforms, but eventually, many Mac users enter the market for a new machine.  New models of iBook and PowerBook laptops were released in the past few months.  Read some contrasts and comparisons between these two lines in Category 3, Topic 45: Mac Product Recommendations.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
This holiday season, A2 celebrates with programmer Kim Howe asking what Apple II users want in a IIgs word processor (Category 8, Topic 22).  Editor-in-chief Ryan Suenaga hopes that he can get Juiced.GS out just after Thanksgiving or risk being called a turkey (Category 23, Topic 2).  And of course, we all want Christmas in July--in the heat of Kansas City at KansasFest 2004 (Category 5, Topic 22).  Join us as we celebrate over a quarter century of the Apple II.

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Palm OS devices aren't just for calendars and contacts!  In fact, there are lots of things you can play on your handheld, from games to music.  In the Palm OS Community's Category 11, we've been discussing the games people play on their Palm OS handhelds, and the many new multimedia programs available for the Palm platform.   Category 20 provides a new home for Music, Sound & Graphics on the Palm.  Whether you're pursuing these multimedia aspects or just general operation of your device, Whenever you upgrade software, you run the risk of breaking something else.  Keep up with compatibility issues in Category 10: Connectivity Issues.

Role-Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
The Kingdom of Mercia game is currently scheduled to continue in the forum's chat rooms on Sunday, December 14th.  If you'd like to join, listen in, or read the details of this Dungeons & Dragons campaign, visit Category 7, Topic 2: Kingdom of Mercia.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
The Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon continues to be successfully demonstrated in Category 2, Topic 7.  This game challenges readers to connect any actor to another (such as Kevin Bacon) via shared film credits and association.  We've connected Gary Sinise to Mr. Rogers, Kevin Bacon to Gary Coleman, and many others.  The winner of each round gets to choose the next pair to match!  Stop by and flex your linking skills.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The votes are in for the best games of 2003.  Which well-known franchises were successfully resurrected this year?  What original material found a new foothold?  Are the best games on the Sony PlayStation 2, Nintendo GameCube, or Microsoft Xbox?  Read the rundown in Category 2, Topic 8: Cross-Console Conversations.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
English is a versatile and storied language that draws influences from ancient tongues, yet continued to expand in new and modern ways.  Official sources now admit the validity of newly-coined terms such as "McJob".  Meanwhile, words
like "niggardly" and "duck blind" are frowned upon.  What else passes for
English these days, and what are your thoughts on these recent developments?  Join the conversation in Category 5, Topic 5: Vocabulary.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2003 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
